Summaries of Hero of Our Times, Etkind and Lermontov Poems
Taman’

Here is the summary of the class discussion today.

Summary:

· Pechorin goes to a hut on the edge of the land

· meets a blind boy and and old woman

· the boy is caught in the middle of the night by Pechorin, Pechorin follows the boy and woman to the beach at the sea, and the new character Yanko is introduced

· Pechorin does not yet know they are smugglers

· when Pechorin confronts the boy and the woman, they act ignorant

· Pechorin hears a girl singing on top of a roof

· she leads him to the sea and professes her love for him, but attempts to drown him

· Pechorin pushes the girl overboard

· the next night, Pechorin sees the girl and Yanko and they leave together, the boy in sad

· Pechorin leaves the next day, after realizing that the boy and woman had stolen some of his belongings 

· Pechorin does not want to tell anyone about the boy stealing from him, because Pechorin might look stupid

New characters:

· The blind boy

· The woman

· Yanko

Genre:

· Gothic

Theme: 

· Coming of age

New Developments:

· This story is different in the sense that Pechorin is the one being swindled and manipulated, rather than him being the manipulator, as we see in "Bela" and "Princess Mary"

Connection:

· "Taman" is an interesting part of the story, as it is where, chronologically, Pechorin's story begins. The story gives more insight about Pechorin's character, and sets a good foundation for character development. 

Princess Mary 
Summary 
Takes place in Pyatigorsk 
Pechorin meets Grushnitski, who is super in love with princess Mary  
Mary’s mother knew about Pechorin and his family (Princess Ligovskoy)  
Pechorin Does not really like Grush.—but they are friendly  
Pechorin Sees that Grush likes Mary and he decides to get in between them and woo Mary  
3 reasons—He wants to get closer to Vera, because he wants to satisfy his pride/ego, hurt Grush. Happiness 
Pechorin Is successful in winning over Princess Mary—he does not really care about her—he asks her to dance  
Some drunken men try to hurt Mary and he defends her  
Vera sends him a letter but he reads it after the duel 
Grush. Finds out and challenges him to a duel—dragon captain helps him because he is bad at Pechorin From before  
Grush. Dies and Pechorin Loses Vera  
Pechorin Tells Princess Mary that he does not have feelings for her—she ends up very sad and sick  
New Characters 
Basically everyone but Pechorin  
Vera 
Princess Mary 
Grush.  
Theme 
Forbidden love between Vera and Pechorin—one of the only people that it is clear Pechorin Likes/love  
Competitive dynamic between Grush. And Pechorin 
Genre—tragic romance/drama  
This is the only story/book with dates in a Hero of our Time 
Feels more like a personal journal  
Grush. Wants to be noble hero—Mary is about of disassembly of forign narrative—mary is her own victim  
Lermontov has seen through the superficial plot of Romanticism  
Continuities/ New Developments 
Pechorin Pride and vanity continues  
Disregard for woman-he manipulates them into loving him but he does not really care for them  
Vera is new—his emotions for her are more humane and genuine for her \ 
Kills Grush.—seems hesitant too—shows more humane/caring emotions  
Connections 
Same story with Bela and Princess Mary—he leads them both on and they both end up paying for his manipulation  
Pechorin Still has no remorse for his actions or the hurtful affect he had on their lives  
Similar to Eugene Onegin and Tatanya  
Grush./Kaziak are similar—both two men that Pechorin Stole woman from  
Similar friendship between Pechorin/Grush. And Pechorin/Maxim—they both put up with him but Pechorin Does not value them as much  
 
 
* The Fatalist

    * Summary: conversation with fellow officers abouy predestination, one guy says “what about free will,” Vulich (Serbian) settles the discussion with Russian Roulette; wins a lot of money, Pechorin says that he sees in Vulich’s face that he will die, Pechorin has deep reflections, Sees pig slashed in half, Two Cossacks ask if Pechorin has seen a drunken Cossack, Pechorin learns that Vulich is dead, Sees crowds around a hut with the murderer inside, Pechorin charges into the hut to test Vulich’s experiment, Concludes that death is the finality of existence, Relays information to Maxim Maximich   

    * Character: Viluch (against free will as a gambler), kinda Maxim Maximich 

    * Theme: Predestination and Fatalism 

        * Pechorin, through his actions, keeps a mother from seeing her dead son. 

            * Pechorin is using will to change the course of people’s life

    * Continuity: This chapter is the connection from Princess Mary to Bela.

· Lermontov’s answer to the question of free will
 ETKIND on EMPIRE and ORIENTALISM

Etkind 

1) Layton – There is no connection between Imperial and the Other (Caucasus). Imperial Russian culture is very distinct from the Other. This idea excluded feminine characteristics (“women were reduced to the status of silent subjects”) 

2) Ram – it was all about the “other”, in this idea the imperial culture was rejected including numerous authors who criticized the imperial government and, in their works, explained that the Other had a truly original, natural self. Ram also introduces a concept of the colonies where there are internal and external colonies. External are the colonized territories that although were subjects to the empire had a great sense of freedom and internal representing the true imperial elite. 

3) Etkind – This idea explains that it was the combination of both the imperial culture and the development of syllabo-tonic Russian versification or Other. Empire and poetry were established practically at the same time. Russian poetry evolved with the growth of the empire. In the end it is the mix of cultures. 

The Angel and DEMON
Group 5 – Angel and Demon 
Angel: There is an angel who flies through the night sky, singing a soft song. The angel is also carrying a soul, and the soul is going to be missing that song the rest of their life. 

Characters: Angel, the Soul 

Theme: Paradise Lost 

Demon: There is a fallen angel who goes down to Earth and sees a girl (Tamara) who is about to get married. He falls in love with her and so he kills her groom on his way to the wedding. Then he seduces Tamara and whispers in her ear. She goes to her father and asks to go to a nunnery. In the nunnery she’s still not free from the demon, but the demon gets into an argument with an angel who protects the her. The demon kisses Tamara, which kills her, and there is another fight about where she will go- heaven or hell. She goes to heaven and the demon is left sad and unloved 

Characters: Demon, Tamara, Father, Angels 

Theme: Discontent 

Continuities and Connections: 

Extension of ethos 

Pechorin is the demon/Lermontov 

The demon started to be written 10 years before the Hero 

Succulent (the demon seduces a girl, but then kills her)

