SEMIOTICS SUMMARY OF BASIC CONCEPTS FROM  U.M. LOTMAN AND B.A.USPENSKIJ’S 
                                     THE SEMIOTICS OF RUSSIAN CULTURE
1) WHAT IS A CULTURE?  A system of signs which stands between humans as social beings and reality/the world which surrounds us. Culture is a mechanism for processing information from the outside world and internalizing it in memory and passing it on to other people through signs. A non-hereditary collective memory expressed in a definite system of prohibitions and prescriptions.
2) “ “ “ SIGN?  An image, a behavior, a material artifact, which stands for something else.

“THING” + “SIGN FOR THING” + “RECIPIENT/ Person who interprets the Sign and understands it to be the THING” =  semiosis. Signs are combined into texts.

3 types( of signs according to Charles Peirce, founder of semiotic analysis). Let’s look at 

per cent sign %
Icon=% Simply a sign, with no reference but itself= per cent. Very specific. (nothing to do with religion, everything to do with computer key board)
Index= 90% A sign  connected to something else- possible grade of 100= means almost all correct. Less specific than icon. 
Symbol= 2% movement. Symbolizes uneven distribution of wealth in America and a political movement. Broadest possible meaning, and greatest ethical and cultural content.
3) “ ” ”   CULTURAL TEXT? Written, or Oral, or Performative Action, Culinary Dish, Fashion Statement- all give information greater than their simple material essence, thus are all cultural texts.   

4) WHAT IS THE SEMIOSPHERE? Through the production of individual texts a culture creates an  always incomplete  and ever-changing model of itself. The total combination of all such texts at a given time is the Semiopshere.
5) RUSSIAN SEMIOTIC PECULIARITIES. The mechanism for generation and re-generation of texts. 
Pp. 4-6 NO NEUTRAL SPACE IN WHICH NEW TEXTS CAN BE EXAMINED, MANIPULATED, LEFT TO RIPEN AND BECOME ACCEPTABLE. No Purgatory- only HEAVEN AND HELL/ SACRED AND PROFANE. Diglossia. Thus, no EVOLUTION, constant REVOLUTION between SACRED AND PROFANE. The mechanism for text  re-generation is stuck in the binary- constant re-emergence of old texts. Palimpsets. Example- pp.16-22 Pagan resurgence in 18th c.-serf harems. Or Stalin as AUTOCRAT- all powerful monarch unlimited by law.
6) Russia and West, Past and Present two of the most important binaries, being constantly sifted in and out of sacred/ profane categories.
