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Course goals: 

· To introduce students to 

· the great writers and great literary works of Russia in the 19th century

· the literary, political, sociological, psychological debates surrounding this literature

· basic terms and perimeters of literary analysis and literary criticism

· basic questions about the role of literature in society

· To encourage good reading skills for a rich understanding of literary texts and contexts

· To encourage a comfortable relationship with and on-going interest in world literature

Gen Ed Lit Goals

Goals for general education literature courses redefined in spring 2009:  

“Upon completing a general education literature course, students will be able to: 

· Read for comprehension, detail and nuance 

· Identify the specific literary qualities of language as employed in the texts they read 

· Analyze the ways specific literary devices contribute to the meaning of a text 

· Identify and evaluate the contribution of the social, political, historical and cultural contexts in which a literary text is produced 

· Evaluate a critical argument in others' writing as well as one's own.
Primary Texts (available in GMU Bookstore, * indicates “this translation only”):
Pushkin, Eugene Onegin, a Novel in Verse, trans. James E. Falen*
Pushkin, Novels, Tales, Journeys, trans. Pevear and Volokhonsky*
Lermontov, Hero of Our Time, trans. Nabokov*
Gogol, The Overcoat (available in Bb)

         The Inspector General:A Comedy in Five Acts, trans. T.Seltzer*
Dostoevsky, Notes from the Underground, trans. Norton Critical Edition*

Tolstoy, Hadji Murat or Father Sergius on line
Chekhov, Uncle Vanya on line 

Plus films and on-line articles and study aids under Course Content

Class grade
Please keep in mind class and gen ed lit goals, as they will define expectations in all assignments, quizzes, and exams.

Homework, reading questions, participation in class discussions, 20%

Quizzes, 60% (15, 15, 15,15)

Final paper, 20%

Students who need help with writing are encouraged to work with the Writing Center.  

Students will abide by the Honor Code of the University.  In this course you are encouraged to “borrow from the ‘greats,’” BUT acknowledge your sources!!!!  That means, cite authors or sources for all work that is not exclusively your own. 
Students with special needs must work with the Disabilities Office.  

Class policy on laptops, cell phones, and electronic devices
Silence cell phones during class.  No texting.  Emergency calls can be taken in the hall.  

Our classroom is equipped with a computer station for each student.  If you prefer, you may bring your laptop.  Laptops can be used for class work only: taking notes, doing on line class research when prompted, taking quizzes and exams.  I will consider a violation of this policy a violation of the honor code and treat it accordingly.

Important information for students can be found at these sites:
Calendar, etc.  http://registrar.gmu.edu/
University Catalog: http://catalog.gmu.edu 

University Policies: http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu
Diversity Statement: http://ctfe.gmu.edu/professional-development/mason-diversity-statement/
Calendar of Religious Holidays: http://ulife.gmu.edu/religious_calendar.php
Honor Code: http://honorcode.gmu.edu/
GMU Writing Center:  http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
Office of Disability Services:  http://ods.gmu.edu/
Proposed Timeline (subject to minor changes, please check for specific reading assignments, due dates and times, and updates on Blackboard).  Bring the assigned author to every class.  We work closely with the texts in every class. 

· August 28 introduction to the course, course goals, expectations, perimeters; Introduction to Russian culture and literature;  genres and archetypes. The Russian semiosphere. Literature as Russia’s Collective Memory.
· September 4 Superfluous Men: Oblomov and Pushkin’s Onegin
· September 11 Pushkin, Eugene Onegin
· September 18 Pushkin, Eugene Onegin and Prose
· Quiz #1 Take Home

· September 25, Lermontov
· Oct 2 Lermontov
· October 9, No Classes Columbus Day Break 
· Quiz #2 Take Home

· October 16  Gogol Prose
· October 23  Gogol Drama
· October 30 Gogol Review. Intro to Dostoevsky’s Underground 
· Quiz #3 In Class

· November 6  Dostoevsky Undergorund continued. Polyphony. Bakhtin
· November 13  Tolstoy
· November 20 Tolstoy
· November 27 Discussion of Dostoevsky and Tolstoy
· Quiz #4 Take Home 

· December 4 Chekhov. Final Discussion(graded)
· December 18, Final Paper Due (submit in Bb)  

Credits:

Pushkin and manuscript downloaded August 25, 2012, from http://www.listal.com/viewimage/1239091
A rich site on Pushkin (one of many)

http://as-pushkin.ru/
